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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to the reply filed on 05/22/2008. 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to the independent claims have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Mainly Applicant 
submits that the cited references, and specifically Umanski fail to teach or suggest "a 
system that takes data that is originally in an electronic mail format, converts that data 
into an image form and then transmits that electronic mail data converted into said 
image form to the receiver by facsimile communication procedures". New reference of 
Umanski in combination with Zong and Ohta teach the invention as claimed. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 3 and 1 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 1, 4-9, and 12-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Umansl<y U.S. Patent No. 7,142,550, in viewof Zong, U.S. Pub. No. 
2001/0000301 A1. 

Umansl^y teaclies a metliod for communicating electronic mail data from a sender to a 
receiver via a network (figs. 1 and 5), comprising the steps of: 

(a) recognizing a dial number of said receiver corresponding to destination address 
information attached to said electronic mail data {abstract; fig. 3; col. 3, lines 1-20; col. 

3, lines 13-30 ); 

(b) converting said electronic mail data into an image form permitting facsimile 
communication, wherein said electronic mail data originates in an electronic mail format 
{see abstract; col. 6, 32-49); 

(c) initiating a call to said receiver using said recognized dial number and transmitting 
said electronic mail data converted into said image form to the receiver by facsimile 
communication procedures {see abstract, col. 3, lines 1-20, col. 6 ). Although Umansky 
teaches substantial features of the claimed invention, Umansky does not distinctly teach 
the step of (d) converting said electronic mail data converted into said image form back 
into electronic mail data in the electronic mail format. Nonetheless, this feature is well 
known in the art, and would have been obvious modification to the system of Umanski 
as evidenced by Zong. 
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In an analogous art, Zong discloses a system that comprises " a receiver that receives 
incoming fax data from a fax machine directly connected to it and converts the fax 
image into an e-mail message..." (see Zong, par. 0019). 
Accordingly, it would have been obvious for an ordinary skill in the art, to have 
incorporated the system of Umanski with the feature of Zong for the purpose of 
allowing "a device that will enable a facsimile machine and another device such as 
personal computer to access a global computer network simultaneously over the same 
global computer network". See Zong par. 0014). By this rationale, claim 1 is rejected. 

Regarding claims 4-9, and 12-16 the combination Umanski-Zong teaches: 

4. (Previously presented) An electronic mail communicating method, comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) retrieving mail information stored in a server to be transmitted over a switched line 
from the server, wherein the mail information originates in an electronic mail format {see 
Umanski; abstract; figs. 1, 3 and 5; col. 3, lines 1-20; col. 3, lines 13-30 ); 

(b) selecting a specification of communication needed for communication over the 
switched line from a network address contained in said mail information {see Umanski, 
abstract, col. 3, 1-20; figs 1, 3, and 5); and 

(c) initiating a call to said switched line using the selected specification of 
communication, and transmitting said mail information according to facsimile 
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communication procedures to a receiving apparatus connected via tlie switclied line 
information {see Umanski, abstract, col. 3, 1-20; figs 1, 3, and 5; col. 6); and 

(d) foHA/arding said mail information from tlie receiving apparatus to the network address 
according to the electronic mail format (see Umanski abstract; see Zong abstract, and , 
par. 0019;. 

5. (Original) The electronic mail communicating method as set forth in claim 4, wherein 
the step of retrieving comprises the step of retrieving said mail information with 
recognition that the mail information is to be transmitted from said network address via 
said switched line {see Umanski; abstract; figs. 1, 3 and 5; col. 3, lines 1-20; col. 6, 
lines 13-30 ). 

6. (Currently Amended) An electronic mail communicating method, comprising the steps 

of: 

(a) receiving data containing electronic mail information converted from an electronic 
mail format into an image form permitting facsimile communication from a sender, 
wherein said electronic mail information originates in the electronic mail format {see 
Umanski; abstract; figs. 1, 3 and 5; col. 3, lines 1-20; col. 6, lines 13-30 ); 

(b) converting said received data into electronic mail information {seeUmanski; abstract; 
figs. 1, 3 and 5; col. 3, lines 1-20; col. 6, lines 13-30); 

(c) analyzing a destination contained in the converted electronic mail information data 
{see Umanski; abstract; figs. 1, 3 and 5; col. 3, lines 1-20; col. 6, lines 13-30); 
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(d) generating reply information to converted electronic mail information (see Zong, 
0019); 

(e) converting said reply information into said image form and sending the converted 
reply information to the sender (see Zong, 0019). 

7. (Original) The electronic mail communicating method as set forth in claim 6, wherein, 
if a terminal with a destination corresponding to said analyzed destination is not 
connected to an internal network, reply information representing absence of any 

relevant destination is generated. 

8. (Original) The electronic mail communicating method as set forth in claim 6, wherein, 
if received data do not contain electronic mail information, conventional facsimile 
reception operation takes place, (see Umanski; abstract; figs. 1, 3 and 5; col. 3, lines 1- 
20; col. 6, lines 13-30). 

9. (Previously presented) An electronic mail transmitting apparatus for transmitting 
electronic mail data to a receiver using a switched line not through the Internet, 

comprising: 

a communication specification determination unit for determining a specification of 
communication with said receiver for communication over said switched line based on 
destination address information for an external network assigned to the electronic mail 
data (see Umanski; abstract; figs. 1, 3 and 5; col. 3, lines 1-20; col. 6, lines 13-30); 
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a conversion unit for converting electronic mail data to be transmitted into a data form 
for communication over said switched line, wherein said electronic mail data originates 
in an electronic mail format; 

a transmission unit for transmitting said electronic mail data converted into said data 
form by said converting unit, to said receiver in accordance with said specification of 
communication determined by said communication specification determination unit, 
using said switched line; 
and 

a reconversion unit for converting said electronic mail data converted into said data form 
that has been received over said switched line into electronic mail data in the electronic 
mail format (see Zong, 0019). 



12. (Previously presented) An electronic mail transmitting apparatus, comprising: 

a mail retrieving unit for retrieving from a server mail information to be 

transmitted over a switched line, wherein said mail information originates in an 
electronic mail (see Umanski; abstract; figs. 1, 3 and 5; col. 3, lines 1-20; col. 3, lines 
13-30 ); 

a communication specification determination unit for determining a specification 
of communication for communication over the switched line based on a network 
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address contained in said mail information retrieved by said mail retrieving (see 
Umanski; abstract; figs. 1, 3 and 5; col. 3, lines 1-20; col. 3, lines 13-30; col. 6); and 

a transmission unit for initiating a call on said switched line using said 
specification of communication determined by said communication specification 
determination unit {{see Umanski; abstract; figs. 1, 3 and 5) and 

transmitting said mail information to a receiving apparatus connected via the 

switched line by facsimile communication, wherein the receiving apparatus converts the 
mail information back into the electronic mail format (see Zong; par. 0019). 

13. (Previously presented) A mail receiving apparatus for receiving electronic mail data 
originating in an electronic mail format that has been converted into a form permitting 
facsimile communication from a sender via a switched line (see Umanski, figs 1 , 3, and 
5), comprising: 

a receiving unit for receiving data from said sender via said switched line by 
facsimile communication {see Umanski; abstract; figs. 1, 3 and 5; col. 3, lines 1-20; col. 

3, lines 13-30 ); 

a restoring unit for restoring said data received by said receiving unit into 
electronic mail data (see Umanski; abstract; figs. 1, 3 and 5; col. 3, lines 1-20; col. 6, 
lines 13-30); and 

a transferring unit for transferring said electronic mail data restored by said 
restoring unit to a server connected to an internal network (see Zong; par. 0019). 
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14. (Original) The electronic mail receiving apparatus, as set forth in claim 13, further 
comprising: a destination recognition unit for recognizing a destination of the electronic 
mail data based on said electronic mail data restored by said restoring unit; and a 
notification unit for notifying the sender if the destination recognized by said destination 
recognition unit is not in said internal {see Umanski; abstract; figs. 1, 3 and 5). 

15. (Previously presented) An electronic mail communication system, comprising: an 
Internet-connected transmission mail server; a transmission client connected to the 
transmission mail server to instruct transmission of electronic mail, and a transmission 
agent connected to a switched line to function as a client to the transmission mail server 
{see Umanski; abstract; figs. 1, 3 and 5; col. 3, lines 1-20; col. 3, lines 13-30 ). 

wherein said transmission client outputs, to said transmission mail server, 
electronic mail data in an electronic mail format that includes a description of a 
destination of said transmission agent and a description of a final mail destination {see 
Umanski; abstract; figs. 1, 3 and 5; col. 3, lines 1-20; col. 3, lines 13-30 ); and 

wherein said transmission agent retrieves electronic mail data in which the 
destination of the transmission agent is described by said transmission client from said 
transmission mail server and transmits the electronic mail data using facsimile 
communication procedures using the switched line to a receiving apparatus that 
reconverts the electronic mail data into an electronic mail format (see Zong; par. 0019). 

16. (Previously presented) An electronic mail communication system for transmitting 
and receiving electronic mail information between an internal network on a sender side 
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and an internal networl< on a receiver side(see Umanski; abstract; figs. 1, 3 and 5; see 
abstract; see col. 3, 1-20 ); wherein 

tlie internal network on the sender side comprises a transmission mail server, a 
transmission client for generating electronic mail information, and a transmission agent 
which is a client having a function for transmitting the electronic mail information in a 
facsimile format via a switched line {see Umanski; abstract; figs. 1, 3 and 5; col. 3, lines 

1-20; col. 3, lines 13-30 ); 

the internal network on the receiver side comprises a reception mail server, a 
reception client which is a final destination of the electronic mail information, and a 
reception agent which is a client having a function for receiving the electronic mail 
information via a switched {see Umanski; abstract; figs. 1, 3 and 5; col. 3, lines 1-20; 
col. 3, lines 13-30; col. 6); 

said transmission agent transmits an electronic mail message whose final 
destination is said reception client designated by said transmission client to said 
reception agent via said switched line {see Umanski; abstract; figs. 1, 3 and 5; col. 3, 
lines 1-20; col. 3, lines 13-30; col. 6); 

said reception agent transfers said electronic mail received via said switched line to said 
reception mail server in an electronic mail format (see Zong; par. 0019). 
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4. Claims 2, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Umansky and Zong, further in view of Ohta, U.S. Patent No. 6,396,848 B1 . 

Regarding claim 2, Umansky teaches the method as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the 
step of converting comprises the step of determining a horizontal number of pixels and 
generating data by linking the data with the horizontal number in a vertical direction 
according to a specification based on ITU-T Recommendation T-30. Nonetheless this 
feature is well known and would have been an obvious modification to the system of 
Umanski and Zong as evidenced by Ohta. 

In an analogous art, Ohta teaches "a facsimile communications control program, 
used by the communications controller 32, for controlling the facsimile communications 
procedures in accordance with the Group 3 facsimile protocols conforming to the T-30 
recommendations of the ITU-T" (see Ohta, column 10, lines 25-32). 
Given this feature, a person of ordinary skill in the art would have been readily 
recognized the desirability and advantages of modifying the system shown by 
Umansky and Zong with the system of Ohta to allow data terminal writes a facsimile 
number in a header of E-mail. Thereby, the network facsimile machine can perform 
relay transmission by designating the destination facsimile terminal using the facsimile 
number provided..." (see Ohta, column 1 , lines 46-52). By this rationale. Claim 2 is 
rejected. 

10. The electronic mail transmitting apparatus as set forth in claim 9, wherein said 
communication specification determination unit stores in advance correspondence 
information among destination address information for a network assigned to electronic 
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mail data, a dial number of said receiver and a communication procedure based on ITU- 
T Recommendation T-30, and determines the specification of communication based on 
the stored correspondence information (see Ohta, column 10, lines 25-32). 



Conclusion 

5. This action is made Non-Final. Any inquiry concerning this communication or 
earlier communications from examiner should be directed to Jude Jean-Gilles whose 
telephone number is (571) 272-3914. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday-Thursday and every other Friday from 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tonia Dollinger, can be reached on (571) 272-4170. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571 ) 273-3301 . 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
0800. 

/Jude J Jean-Gilles/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2143 

JJG 

August 29, 2008 
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